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Chapter I
TRE RCOT OF ALL BVIL .

The Bitle says that you should go with a brother txﬁca &3 far as
he asks, I% certainly does not Buggest that you st him ba;k on his _
journsy. Dewotion %o a brothér camnet st YOU back ei’bher; It can lead
ONLY to. rutual progress, The result of genuine davotion i.':!L ingpiration, a
verd whiéh, properly understood, is the opposite of fatigue., To be fatigned

is to be DIS.spirited, but %o be inspired is to bs fn the spirit. - Te be ego-

‘centric IS to be dispirited, but to be self-centersd in the right semse is %o

be inspired, or in the Soul., The truly insplred are enlightened, and cannoi
abids in darkness, . | .

You cen spsek {rom the Scul or from the ego, precisely as you choose,
If yeu spezk from tho Soul, you havs chosen "to be otill and know that I an
God," Thaze words are incpired beemnz: they come frem knowiedge, IT you
spesi from the ego, you are disclsiming knowledge instesd of affirning 1%,
and arsz thus dispiriting your;eli'. Do not smbark on feelis Journsys, be-

Ine ezo may decire them, bub the Soul canmnt
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czuse thay ar
baric on them becamse it Is forever wwillinz 4o dgmard frea its Foundation,
The Journsy to ths eross shovid be the leszs Teolish Jowrney foo

every mind., Lo not dwell upon it; bet dismiss it a3 acecomnlished, If you

can accept 1t as vour OWN last foolish Journsy, you are a2iso free %o Join

myr Bssurrection, Homan living has indeed beer needleasly wasted in 2 repe-

“titien compolsion. It re-cnacts the separation, the loss of power, the

" f£oolish Journey of the ego in an attempt at reparztion, and finally, the

erucifixion of the body, or deabh,
Repetition compuleions ean be endless unless they are given up by an
act of will. Do not make the pathetic haman error of Telinging to the olid

rugged cress,” The only message of the crusifixion was that wa can OVERCONE

‘the cross. Unlsss you do so, you are fres do erucify yourseli es of%ten a3

you choose. . Zut this is not the Cosrel I internded <o offer yon, Wa havs
snother Journzy to underitake, and if you will read theze leszons carefndily,

they will help te prepare you to wnderiake it.

« O -
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Right Teachine and Right Learmine ' |

We have spcken of 'mar.y different hﬁman s;ymptoms o and at.ihis level
there is almost endless variation. There is, howsver, only OME causs of
all of them, The suthority problem IS "the root of all evil,"” Monsy is
but one of its many reflect-f.ons, and is a reasonably representaiive example
of the kind of thinking which stems from it. The idez of buying and selling _
impliss precisely the kind of excbange that the Soul carneot understand at
a.ll s because i3s Supply is always abundant and 21l its demandf are fully met,

Every syrmptem which the ego has made involves a con‘-;re{diction in
terms, This is because the mind is split between the ege and the Soul, so
that QHA.EVER the ego makes is incomplete and contradictory. This untenable .
position is the result of the authority problem which, becausz it accepis the
one inconceivable thought as ite premise, can only produce idzas which are
inconceivable, The term "profess" is used quite frequently in the Bible, To
profess is 0 identify with an idez, and offer tha ldea to others to ks their
own; The idea doss not lessan; it baccmes STROMGER. |

A goed tazcher clarifiss ks own ideze, and sirengihens them by teach-
ing them. Teacher and pupil are alike in the learning preocess, They are in
the same order of 1ee.z-ﬁing, and unlegs they SHALE their lssscns, they will
lack convieticn, A good teacher must bslieve in the ideas which he professes,
but ke must mest enother condition; he must also believe in the stucents to
whom ha offers his ideas, Many stend gnard over their ideas because they
want to protect théir thought systsms as tﬁey are, and learning means change.
Change 1s always fearful to the separated ones, because they cannot conceive
o;‘i' it éé a change towards HEAI._IHG the separation. They ALWAYS percelive it as
a chan_ge toward furthsr separaticn, bscauss the separation was their first exz-
perience of change, _

You beliewvs that, if you allew no change to enter into your ege, your
Sovl will find peace., This profound cenfusien is po‘ssible only if one main-

tains that the same thought system can stand on twe foundations. NOTHING can
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reach the Soul {rom the ego, and nothing FROM the Soul can strengthen the
ego, or reduce_the conflict within it, fhe egd IS a contradiction, Map's
5elf and God's Self ARE in cpposition. They are opposed in cféation, in
will, and in outcome, They are fundamentally irreconcilable because the
Sovl cannot perceive and the ego cannot kmow. Thsy are therefore NOT IN
COHMUﬂICATIOH, and can never BZ in cormunication, Nevertheleés, the ego
can learn becauss its maker can be misguided, bubt CANNOT make the totally
lifeless out of the life-glven, The Soul need not be taught, but the ego

The nltimate reason vwhy 1earhing iz perceived s frightening is be-
cause learning TOES lead to the relinquishment (NOT destruction) of the ego
to the Light of the Soul, This is the change the ego MUST fear because it
does not share ny charity. My lesson wes liks yours, and because T learrad
it I can teach it. I never avback your egos, but I IO vy to teach you how
their thought systems arose. When T reming you of your TRURE craatibn, Four
egos cannot BUT respond with fear,

Teacning and lsaruine arve your greatest strengihs now because yeu
KUST ehanze your mind and halp others changz theirs. It is poiniless to ro-
fuse %o tolerate change because you believe you can demonstrate that, by
doing so, the separaticn has not occurred., The dreamer who doubis the
raality of his dream while he is 89111 dreaming is not really healing the
.level-split. You EAVE dreamed of a separated ego, and you HAVE believed in
a wéfld wnich rests upon it. This is very real to you. You cannot undo
this by doing nothing and NOT changing.

If you are willirg to renounce the roie of guardian of your thought
system and opsh it to ne, I will correct it very gzntly and lead you here.
Every good teachar hopes to give his students so muen of his own thinking
that they will one day no longer need him, ‘Mmis is the one real gozl of the
pareat, teacher and therapist. This goal will pot be achieved by those who
believe that they will LQEEE thelr child or pupil or patient 44 hey succeed.

It is THPUSSIBLE to comvince toe ego of tnls because it goes ageinst all of



-73 -

ivs own laws. Eutl remember that laws are set up %o protect the continity
of the sysiem in which the law-msksr BELIEVES. -

It 1s natural encugh for ths ege to try %o protect itself, once
you have mede 15, but it is NOT natursl for YOU t6 want to obey its Laws
unless YOU believe in them. The ego cannet make this choice because of
the nature of its origin. YOU can because of the uature of IOURS. Egos
can clash in any situatinn, but Sculs cannot clash at all. If you psreelve
a teacher as marely a "iarser ego," you WILL be afraid, because to ESLARGE
an ego IS Yo increase sgparation anxiety., T will teach with you and live
with yeu if you will think with me, but my goal will always be to absolve
You £inally from the MEED for a teacher.

Tkis is ths OPIOSIIE of the ego-crientcd tsachsr's goal, e i3 cone
cerned with the effect of HIS ogo cn OTHER egos, and thercfore intsrprots
their interaction 25 a maans of ego preservation. I would not be able to
devste myself to teaching if I believed this, and YOU will not be a devoted

as long 58 I0U naintain it, I am conatantly belnz perceived as &

cepvion for myself,

Your worth is HOT established by your teaching OR your learning.
Your worth was established ty Gods As long az you dispute this EVERYTHING
you do wlll be fearful, particularly any situation which lends itself to
the "superdorlty-inferiority" fallacy. Teachers mist be patient, and repeat
their lessons until they are learned. I am willing to do this because T have
no right to set yeur learning limits for you., Once again, - NOTHING you do or
think or wish or mske 1s necessary to establish your worth, Tais point is
KOT debatabls exeept in celusions., Your ego is NEVEX ab stake becense Cod ¢id
KOT create ii., Your Seul is never at stake because He DID. ANY confusion on
thls point 45 a delusion, and no forrﬁ of devotion :;Ls oossible as long as this
delusicn lacis.

The ego tries %o exploit ALL situations inte forms of praise for it-

S¢lf in order to overccue its doubts, It will be dowbtiul ferever, or rather,
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a3 leng as you believe ir it. You who méda it CAENOT %rust It becausz you.
KNOW it is'not resl, The only SANE sclution is not to try to change "
reality, which is indeed a fae.ri"ul attempt, but to see it as it IS, YéU
are part of reality, whic:-i stands unchanged beyond the reach of your ego,

but within ezsy reach of your Sewi., When you are afraid, be still and KNQY
that God is real apd YOU are His beloveé Son in whom He is w=2ll pleased. '
Do not let your ezo dispute this, bacauss the ego cannot know what is as gar

-

beyond 1ts reach as you are. .
Cod is KOT the author of fear. YOU are. You have chosen, therefore,
to creéte unlike Him, and you have mads foar for yourselves, TYou are not Ea"%,
peace becauss you are not fulfilling your funciicn. God gave you a very
lofty responsibiiity which you are not mseting., TYou EXOW this, and you are
afraid, In fact, your eges have chosen 4o be afrald INSTEAD of meeting it.
When you awaken, ymu will not be able ic understand this because it is
li'béraily ineredible. [0 KOT BELIEVE THE INCREDIFLE KOW, Any. attempt to in-

nzraly to posiponmz bhe insvitsble.
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Tie werd "inmevitebdle is fearful to the egs, bubt jJopsus to the Soud,
Cod IS insvitable, and you CAHHEDT avold Him any more than He can avoid YOT.
The ego is afraid of the Soul's joy becausz, once you have experienced it,
you will withdrzw all protecticn frem the ego, and beesme tetelly withomt
ths inye_stme;at in fear. Your inveatmenl is great now because fear 1s a wite
ness to the separation, and your ego rejoices when you witness to it, Leave
it behirdl Do not listen to it, and do not preserve it. Iistsn only to God,
‘Who is a3 incapable of decepiion 2s.are ths Souls He created.

Releass yoursalves and relesss cthers. Do nol present a false and
wworthy picture of yoursslf to othsrs, and do not accept such a picture of
them yourselves, fThe ego has bullt a shebby and unshel®erinz home for you
because it czmiot build othermdisa. Do not try to -malce thls impoverished
house starnd. IT5 weakpess is YOUR sirength. Only God could make a heme that
is uor‘ul'}:r of s craatlions, w0 have choSen to leave it empty by their o

dispossescion, Yot Fis home willi stand forever, and is ready for you when
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you choovss to enter it. Of this you can be wholly certain, (od is as ine
capable of creating the perishable as thehego is of making the avernal, .

Of your egos you can do nothing to save yourselves or others, but
of ydur Souls you ean do everything for the salvation of both, Hurmiiity is
a leéson for the ego, NOT for the Sowl.. The Soul is beyond humility because“b
it recogniqu its radiance, and gladly sheds its light everywhers. The meek
ghall inkerit the earth because their egos are hunble; and this gives them <
better perception. The Kingdom of Heaven is the KIGHT of the Seul, waose
beaaty and dignity are far bsyond doubt, beyond perception, and stand for-
ever a8 the mark of the Love of God for Mis creaticns, who are wholly worthy &
of Him and ONLY of Him. MNothing else is sufficiently worthy to bs 2 ¢ife
for a creation of God Himself,

I will eubstitute for your egzo if you wish, but HEVER for youwe Socul,
£ father can safely Yeave a child whih an elder brethor whe has shomn hima

1f recponsivle, tnt this involves no confusinn sbout the ¢hild's origin,

2P Can prodect the chdldis body and his epo, wileh are VZaY elozely
related, btul he doss nob confuse HIHSILF with the father bBzeavse ha doss
this, although the child mar. T can be entructed with your body and yeur
ezo simply because this enasbles you ¥OT to bs copcarmed with them, and lets
¥E ts2ch you tholir unimpertance. I could rov understand thelr importance 4o
YOU 3f I had not once been tempted to believe in them myself.

Let us undertake to lsarn this lesson together; so we can be free of
them togsther. I need devoted teachors who share my aim of healing ths mind.
The Scul is far beyond the nssd of your protection CR mirg. Ramember this:

anbnlel

"In this world you MEZD not have tribulaticn RICAUSE
I have overcome the world," THAT is whny you should ba
of good cheer.

-o-
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The Ero end False Autonomy

fou havs asked lately how the mind could ever have mads the eg0.
This is 2 perfectly reasonable guwestion; in fach, the best question you could
ask, There is, however, no point in giving an historieal answer because the
pést dozs not matter in'hl;man terms, and history would not exist if the same
érrors were not being repeated in the present, Abstract thought applies to
knowledgs bacause knowladge is completely impersonal, and examples are
irrelevant to its undsrstanding. Peéception, ho*.—:ever,. is always speczific,
and thersfore guite concrete.

Each man makes one ego for himself, although it is subject to enormous
variation bscause of its instability, and ons for everyone he perceives,
which is equally voriable., Thelr iﬁ*eraction is a process which literally
-alters both, bscause théy were not rade eithar BY or WITH the unalterable.
It is partleularly impertant to realize thad this alteration can and does
oceur ag readily when the interaction takes place IN THE MIND as when it in-
' volves physical presence. THINKING about another ego is as affective in
changing rslative pereeption 23 is physical interaciicon, There couwld be no
better example of thz faet that the ego is zn idea, though not a reslitye
based thought. : -

Your own present state is a good erample of how ths mind made the
ego. You IO have knowlodge abt times, bub when you throw it away it is as
" if you mever had it. This aﬁ*.llfui]_.pess is so apparent that one nsad oniy
perceive it to see that it DOES happeﬁ. If it can occur that way in the
present, why is it surprizing that it occurred that way in the past? Peychol~
oLy resﬁs on the prineiple of the contimuity of behavior., Surprisz is a
reasonable response to the unfamiliar, bub hardly to scmethinz that has
ocenrred with zuch psrsistence, I em using yeur présant state of how the minc
CAN work, provided you fully recognize that it NEED not work that way, why
are you surprised that something happened in the dm pasy when it is s¢
clearly hazppening right now?

You forget the love thal animals havs for their owm offspring, and
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the need thsy fesl to protect them. This is because they regard them as

part of themselves. Ne-one @isowns something he regards as a very real part
of himself., Man rezcts to his ego much &s God- does to His Souls; - with love,
protection and graat charity, The reaction of man to the self he made is not
at 211 surprising, Im fact it duplicates; in many ways, how hs will one day.
react to his REAL creations, which are as timelese a2s he is. The question is
not HOW man responds to his ego, but what he believes he IS,

Belief is an ego function, and as long as your origin is open to belief
at all, you ARE regarding it from an ego viewpoint. When teaching is no
1c;nger na2cessary, you w:“.ll merely KNOW God, Belief that there IS ancther way
is the loftiest idsa of which ego thindng is capsble, That 1s because it con-
tains a hint of recognition that the ego is ROT the self, Undermining the
ego's thought system MUST be psrceived as painful, evsn theugh this is any-
thing but true. Bzbles secream in rage if you take away a knife or a scissors,
even though they may well harm themselves if you de not. The speed-up has
plzced yeu in ths same pesiiicon,

Yoa are ROT prepared, and in this sense you ARE babies, You have no
sense of real self-prescervation, and are very likely to decide that you need
precisely what wourld hurt yeu most. Whether you knew it now or not, however,
you HAVE willed to cooperate in a comcerted and vary commendable effort to de-

“come both harmlESS and helpFUL, two atbributes which MUST go together. Your
atti:tudes » even toward this, are necessarily conflicted becauss ALL attitudes
are ego-based, This will pot last. Be patient awnile, and remember that the
outceme is as certain as Cod, |

Only those who have a real and lasting sense of abundance GAN be
truly echaritable. Tnis is quite obvicus when you consider the cencepts in-
volved, To the ege, to glve anything implies that you w:L‘Ll do without 1%,
VWhsn you associate giving with gacrifice, then, you give cnly bscause you be-
lieve that jou are scmehow getting something better,.so that you ecan do with-

out the thing you give, "Giving to get" 1s an inescapable law of the ego,
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which ALWAYS evaluvates iﬁself in relatioﬁ tc othar egos, and is therefore
continualiy preeccﬁpied with the rearcity principle which gave rise to it,
This is the meaming of Freuvd's ";ealiiy principle;™ since Freud thought of
the ego as very weak and deprivéd, capable of functioning ONLY as a thing
in need. )

The "reality principle” of the ego is not real ai all, The sge is
forced to perceive the "rezlity" of other eges beceuse it cannot esbablish
the reality of ITSELF. In fact, its whole percepiimn of other egos AS resl

g7

e

is only zn attempt to convinecs itself that IT is rezl., "Self esteem,™
ego terms, means nothing more than that the ego has deluded itself into
accepting its reality, and is therefore temporarily less predatory., This
"golf esteem! ig AINAYS wulnarable to stress, a term which actnally refers
to a conditicn in whiéh the delusion cf the ege's reality is threatensd,
This preduces sither ego deflation or egzo infleticn, resuliing in eilther
withdrawal or attack, |

the ege Iiterally lives by comparicons., This means thal eguality
is beyond ite grasp, and charily beccmes impossible, Tha ego HEVER gives
out of abundance, because it was made as a SUBSTITUTE for it, Thal is why
the concept of "getting" arose in the ego's thought system. Al) appstites
are "getting" mechanisms, representing the ego's nsed to confirm ilself.
This is as true of bodily zppetites as it is of the so-called "nigher! ego
needs, Bodily-appetiteé are NOT physiéal in origin. The ego regards the
body as its home and DOES try to satisfy itself through the body, but the
IDEA that this i pessible is a decisien of the ego, which is completely
confused about what is REALLY possible. This accounts for ids erratic
nzture. '

The ego believes 1t is ccmplétely on its own, which is mersly zn-
other wey of describing how it erigirated, This is such a fearful statc that
it can ordy turn to other egas arnd try to unite with them in a feeble atienmpl

T
v

at identification, or attack them in an equally feebla show of sirenzih. I
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is HOT free, however, to consider the validity of the premise itself be-
cause this premise is its FOUWDATION. The ego IS the belief of the mind
that 1% is completely on its own, Its ceassless attempts to gain the Soults
acknowladgment, and thus to establish its own existence, ars utterly useless,
The Soul in its knowledge is unaware of the ege. It does not atiack
it; it merely cannot conceive of it at all. While the ege is equally un-
aware of the Soul, it DOES perceive itself as rejected ty "eomething“ which
is greater than itseif. This is why seif-esteem in ego terms MUST be a de-
lusion, The creations of God do not creats myths, although the crestive
efforts of man CAN turn to mythology. It can do 80, however, only under one
condition; what man then iakes is no longer creative, Yiyths are antirely
percepiions, and are so ambigubus in form and so characteristically good and
evil in natwre that the most benevolent of them is not without fearful come
ponents, il oaly by inmmuendoe, )
Hyths and megic are clcsely-associated in that myths are uwsually re-
lated o the ego origine, and magic to the povers which the ego aseribes to
itself. Evary mytholegical systen includes seme aceount of "the creation,”
and associatss thls wish its particular percepﬁien of magic. Tae "battle
for survival” is nething more than the ego's struggle to preserve itself and

its interpretation of its oFn beginning, Tids begimning is elways assoeiated

with physical birth, because no~-cug wxintainzs that the ego existed befors
I g

that poiht in time, The réligioualy ego-oriented believe that the Soul
existed before and will continue to exist alterwards, after a temporary lapss
in ego 1ife, Some aetuzlly believe that the Soul will bs punished for this
lapse, even though in reality; it cowld not possibly know anything about it.
The term "salvatlon! dees SOT apply 4o the Soul, which is not in
dangar, and dees n&b nead to be £alvaged, Szlvation is nothing nmore than
"right.nindedness,” whish is not the One-Mindedness of the Soul, but which
must be accemplished befors One-Mindedness can be restered., Right-mindedness
diciates the next-step aubdmatically ozcauss right perception is unifermly

without attack, so that wrong-nirlsdness ie obliterated. The ego cannot
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surﬁve without judgment, and ié laid azide accordingly. The
mind then has only ONE direction in which it can move. The
direction which the mimd will taks is always automatic, because
it cannot BUT be dictated by the thought system to which the
mind adheres. | .
Every thought system has intefnal consistency, and
this provides the bagis for the continuity of behavior. How-
ever, this is a matter of relizbility, and not validity,
5Reliable behavior” is a meaningful perception, as far ae ago
thinking goes. However, Pvalid behavior" i3 an expressioﬁ _
which is inherently contfadictory, because validity is an END

and behavior is a MEAKS, These cannot be combined logleaily

* bscause, when an end has been attained, the means for its

attairment are ro longer meanii:gf a1,

A hypothaszis is elther false or trus, to te accepted
or rejected accordingly., If it is shown o be true it besores
a fact, after which no-one attempts to evaluate it unless its
status AS fact is questionad., ZVERY idea to which the ego hes
accorded the status of fact is questionmable, bscause facts are
in the realm of knowledge. ‘ |

Coni‘usix;g realns of discourse is a thinking error
which philosophers have recogmized for centuries. Psychol-
oglets ars generally quite dzficient in thismspeet, as ars
many theologiars, Data from one realm of discourse do not
nmean an;,'thing in another because they can be understood orly
WITHIN the thought system of which they are a part. That is
wby peychologlsts are concentraiing imcreasingly on the ego,
in an at‘bemf;ﬁ to unify their clearly unrelatad data. Tt nsed
hardly be said that an atbempt to relate he warelated CANNOT

zueceed,
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‘ 'i‘he‘ more recent ecological emphasés are but another ingemious way
of trylng to impose order on chaos. We have already cradited the ego with
considerable ingemity, though not with creativeneas. It should, however,
be rélnemberad that inventiﬁness is really wasted efford, even in its nost
ingéfaious forms. We do not have o explain ANYTHING. This is why we need
not trouble cursslves with inventiveness. The highly specific nature of in-

vention is not worihy of the abstract creativity of God's creations,

. w0 =
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Love withcut Gonflict

'Icm have mever uadsrstood whati “the Kingdom ef Heaven 18 within you®
i EE LR The reason you have not understocd it is because 1t is NOT under-
standable’ to the ego, wirich interprets it as if something oubside is inside,
and this dees not mean amything. The word "within" is ummecessary. The
Kingdom pf Hesaven IS you, What else BUT you d¢id the Creator create, and
what els'e BUT ydu is His Kingdem? This is the whole message of the Atone-
nment, a z"essage, wrn.ch, in its to*ality, transcends the sum of its parts.
Chri.fbmgs is net a2 time; it iz a stete of mind. The Christ Mind wills frem
the Soul, HOT from the ego, and the Christ Mind IS yours. )

You, too, have a kingdom which your Soul created. It has HOT ceased
to crzate because your ege hzs set you on the road of percaption. Tour Soui's
creations are no more fatherless than YOU are. Your sgo and your Scul wiil
never ba co-creators, bubt your Sewl and YOUR Crector will ALWAYS be. PBs con-
fident that your creatiens are as safe as vou ave.

perfectiy united and perfectly

The Kingdom 15
rd the ezo will FOT prevail againat

: p“oh.xct.“ ary

u, - AN3Tc
That was written in that i‘cfm beeause it is a good thing bto use ag a kindg of
a prayer in moments of temptation. It is a Taclaration of Indspendence, Tou
will fird it very helpful if you understand it full:,r.

In i%s characteristically upside-dowm way, the ege has taken tae
impulses from the superconscious and perceives them as if they arise in the
unconscious., The ego jJudges what is Yo be accepted, znd the Impulses from
the superconscious ars unacceptable to it tecauss they clearly point to the
nenexistence of the ego tself. The ego therefere experisnces threat, and
not only censors btut alse reintsrprets ths dat However, as Freud correcily
pointed out, whal you have repressad can retain & very activoe life BZYOND Fous
aWareness,

Represaieh thus operates To corcezl pot erly the baser impulses bul
also the nost lofdy ones from awarsnass becsuse SOTH are threatening to the
ego and, being concernad primarily with its own pressrvation in the face of

thread, the ego perceives them AS TEE GAME, The Shreat-value of ths lofiy i3
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actually moeh greater to the ego because the pill ef Gé)d Himself can hardly
be equatad with the pull of human appsiites. By psrceiving them AS the same,
the ego éttempts to save itself from belng swept awsy, as it would surely
BE in the. presence of knowledze,

The uppsr level of the unconsclous thus conbains the Call of God
s well _és the call of the bc‘dy.' Tzt is why the basie conflict betwesn
Love and fear is unconscious; the ege cannet tplerats either, and represses
beth by g‘esorting to dnhibition, Society dependz on irhibiiing the jatter,

t SALWATION depends on DISinhibiting the former. Th2 reagon you need HY
help is bescauss yom have repressed your own Guide, and therefore need guidance.
My role is to separate the true frem the false in your unconscious ,- se it
can oreak through the tarciers ths ezo has sst ﬁp » and shine into your minds.
Against our united strengih the ego CANHOT prevalil.

+ showldd be appsrent to you by now wit the eze regards the Scul as

its Yenemy." The sgo arecss from the separzticn, and its conbinied existence

¥

depends on YOIR contimuing belisf in the separatien. FHaving reduced the
Soul 'impulses Lo the wnesnaclons, oy ezo has to ¢ffer you some sort of re-
ée.-d for maintaining 'Ehis balief. ALl it CAN offer is a sepsa cf-temporary
existence, which begins with 3ts OWl beginning and ends with its OWN ending.
It tells you é,bis life is YOUR existence becausz it IS ids ocwn, Ageinsd
this sense of temporary existerce the Soul offsrs you ihs knocwlsdza of per-
nanznce and unshakesble BEING, Ne-¢ne who has experienced the revslation of
THIS can ever fully bslieve in the ego again, How can its meager offering
to you prevail against the gloricus gify of God?

You who ideatilfy WITE your egss camnob beolieve that Cod loves you.
T0U do not love whet you have made, and what you mads does not love YCU.
Being mads out of the dznial of the Father, the ego has no alleglance to -
ijts own maker., You cannot conceive of the real relationship which exists
between God and His Souls becazuse of the batred you have for the self YOU
have made. You projest omto your O3 idea of yourself the wiil to separate,

which conflicts with the love you o2l for what you mads BECAUSE vou made its
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No human love is without this ambivalence, and-since no ego has exXperisnced
ieve WITHOUT au;biva;?.ence 5 the concept is beyond its understanding,

Love will enter immediately into ANY mind which traly wanss it,
but it MUST want it truly. This means that :.t wants it WITHOUT ambivalercs,
and this kind of wanting is wholly without the ego's "drive to geb." There
is a kind of experience which is so different from anything the ego can oifax
that you will nsver recover. The word "resover' is used qul.'ba literalily
here; - you wi 11 never be able to cover or hide again. I is necessary to
repead here tlzat your belisf in darkness and in hiding IS why the Light
canmot enter, The Bible gives many references to the immeasurable glits
which are FOR 3:611, but for which-TOU must z2sk, This is not a condition as
he ggo sets conditions, It is the glorious condition of what you ARE.

Yo force except your own will is strong enough or worthy enouzn o
guida you, In t‘nis you are as free as God, and must remain so forevsr, Yoo
can naver ve bound except in honor, and that is always voluntary., Led usz ash
the Father in Ty name to keep you mindful of His Love for You and yours lo»
Him. He has never failed to answer this raquest because it asks only fox
vhat He has alrcedy willed. Those who call %ruly are ALVAYS answered, Thon
shalt have no othsr gods before Him because there ARE nons.

It has never really entered your mind to give wp every idea you evs
had that OPPOSES knowledge., You retain thousands of little scraps of mozn-
noss which prevent the Holy Ons from entering. Light cannet penetrate threws
the v':alls you make to block it, and it is forever wrwilling to destroy what
you have made, No-one can sse THROUGH a wall, but I can stép sround i,
Watch your minds for the scraps of meanness, or you will e unabls to ask u-
to do so. I can help you enly as our Father created us, I will love yeu and
henor you and maintain complete respsct for what you have made, but I wiil
reither honor it nor love it unless it is true,

I will never forsake you, ary more than God will, tut I MUST wait as

long as you choose to forsake yourself. Because I wait in love and not 1
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:E:;apatience von will surely ask me truly. I will come irn response to a
éingle uneqv:f_vq&a}. call, Watch carefully and see what 1% is you ore really
aeking for. Be..very honest with yoursslf about this, for we must hide no-
't:.hing from each-:othez‘. If you will really try to do this, you have taken
Lhe first step toward preparing your mind for tha Holy One to enter. We will
prepare fop tbﬁ together, for once He has come you will be ready to hsip me
make other minds ready for Eim, How long will you dery Him His Ringdon?

< In your own unconscious, deeply repressed by the ego, is the declar-
ation of your relesse, 0OD HAS GIVEN YOU EVERYTHING. This is the one fact

that meah’s the ego does not exist, and which thersfore makes it profoundly

‘afraid. ' In the 2z0'3 language, remember, "to have" and "to be" are different,
but they are identical to the Soul. The Scul knows that you both HAVE every-
thing and ARE everything. Any distincticn in this respeet iz meaningful only
when tbez idea of "getting," which implies a lack, has ALREADY been zccopted.
That is why w2 nade ne distinetion before beitween HAVING the Kingdem of Cod
and BETNG thz Kingdom of God. _

The calw being of Cod's HKingdom, which in your sans mind is perfectly
COnSCLONT :I..-z ruthlessly banished frcn the pard of the mind which the ega
rules. The ego is deaperate becavse it opposes literally invinelble odda,
wiasther you ars asleop or awake. Consider how much vigilance yeu have been

. willing %0 exsrt to protect your egzo, and how 1itile you have been willing o
- experd to protsct your higher minc.l. Who but the insane would underteke to
believe what is not true, and then protect this ?_pelief at the COST of truth?

Th2 Esgsane fran Feap

I you carmob hear the Volce of Cod, it is because yeu do not choase
to listen. The fact that you IO listen teo the volcee of your ego i3 demon~
strated by yeur attitudes, your fesliings and your behavier, Your attitudes
arc obvicusly conflicted, your feelings have az nal;'row range on the nagative
gide bt are never pursly joyous, and your behavior is either straiﬁed or
unprodiciahle. Yeb this i3 what you WANT. This is what you are f£ighting to

ksen and what you are vigilant to save. Your minds are filled with schemsd
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%o szg.‘ve ths face of your egos, and you do not sesk the Face of God. The
glasé_ in which ths e_;;i‘o seeks to see its face is dark indsed, fow can 33
maintain the trick of its existence except with mirrars? Buf where YOU
looktto find yourself is up %o you,

Ve hzve said that you camnot change your mind by changing your be-
havi.;z‘, bab we have Blsc said, and many times before, that you CAN change
your mind., When yow moed tells you that you have chosen wrongiy, and this

is 8o whenever you are not joyous, then EHOW this nead not be. In svery

- "

case you have thaug;‘;t wrongly sbout sems Soul tha,t God created, and/perceiving
images your ezo mé._kes in a darkensd glass, ‘Think honestly what you have
thou.ght that CGed would NOT have thought, and what you have NOT thought that
God would have you think. ‘Sea:*ch gincersly for what you have done znd lafs
undone accordingly, and then chanze youws minds TO THIKK WITH COD'S,

Thi® may sesm hard to you, but it is much easier than trying to
thiak AGATNST T3, Your mind IS ope with God's, Denying this and thinikdng
otherwics hzs held your ege tegether, bub kas literally split vour mind. Az
a loving rother, I em deeply concerned with your mind, and urze vou %o
Tollow my example &8 you look b reurselves and at each other, and see in
both the glorious craations of & glcrious Father,

vhern you are sad, KNOW THAT THIZ KEED NOT BE. Depression ALWAYS
arises wltinmately fi'om a sense of being Géwrived of senathing you want and
da not ha.ve. KNOW you are deprived of nothing except by your own decisions,
and then decids otherwise, '

Vhen you are anxious, KFOW that all anxiety comes from the caprieious-
ness of the ego, AND NEED NOT BE. Tou can be es vigilent AGALNST the ego's
dictates as FOR thenm,

When you feel guiliy, KNOW that the ego has indesed viélated the laws
of Ced, but YOU hawve ﬁot. Leave the gins of ¢the ego to me. That is vhat
Atoﬁemen* is for. Bul until you change your mind abuut those your ego has

“hurt, the Atonsment cannobt rolease you, Az long as you feel gulliy yeur ogo
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i3 in commind because only the ego CAN experience guilt, THIS HEED XOT BE.

Wé"c_ch your nind for the temptatlons of the egzo, and do not be deceivey
by it, EHOW it offers yoﬁ nothing. When you have given wp this volunbtary dis-
spiriting, you will see how your mind can focus and rise above fatigue and
heal. Yebt you are not sufficiently vigilant AGATNST the demande of the ego
to disez}glzxge yourself, €IS MSED NOT BE. _

The habit of engaging WITH God and His creations is easily m%de if
you actifely refuse to lgt your minds slip away. Ths problem is KOT one of
concent-r.étion; it is the. belief that no-ons, inciuding yourself, is WORIH
censistent effort., Side ;.'ifh' me COMSISTENTLY against ft.‘nis deception, and do
not permit this shabby belief to pull you back, The disheartensd are ussless
to thsusslves and to me, but only the ego can BE ¢ighaartenad, Havz you
REALLY considsred how many cpporivnitles you have to gladdsn youzrzelveg, and
how many of them you have refused? Trere 12 no 1lilt to the power of & Son
of God, tub ke himsslf can limit the expression of kis power as much a8 he
chooses,

Your mind and mine can uniite in shining your égo eway, ard relsasing
the strength of CGsd into everything you think and will and do. To not settle
for anything LESS than this, and rzfuse to zccept anything BUT thls as your
goal. Watch your minds carefully for ANY belied that hinder s aseomplish-
ment, and step away fron them, dJudge how well you have done this by yowr ovn
fealings, for this is the one RIGHT use of judgment. Judgment, like any otiev
defense, cé.n be used to attack or protect, to hurt or tec heal. The ego
SSHOULD be brought to ycui* judgmant and found wanting there. Withoul your owm
allsgiance, proteciiocn and love, it cannct exist., Judge your ego truly and
you WOST withdraw ailegiance s Trotection and love from it,

You are mirrors of truth in which God Himself shinegs in perfect
Light, To the ego's dark glass you nead btut say, "I will not lock there be-
cavse I KNOW thess images arve not true.” Then let the Holy One shine on yut

ir peacs, krowing that ¢his end ONLY this must be. His Mind shons on you in
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your craation and brought YOUR mind into being. His Mind s%431 shines on
you, and muS€- shine '.E'n?iOUGfi you. Your ego cannot prevent HIM from shining
on you, but it CAN prevent you ffom letting Him shine THROUGH you.

The first coming of Christ is just another name for the creation,
for Carist i3 the Son of God. The SECOND coming of Christ means nothing
more than the end of the go's rule over part of the minds of men, &rd thw
healing of the mind, I was created like you in the first, and I have cali::
you to join Sv‘ith me in the second. If you will think over your lives you
will see how carefully tha‘ preparations were made, I am in charge of ths
Second Coming, and my judgment, which is used only for protection, sammot ::
wrong bacause it NEVER attmcks. YOURS is so distoried that you believs I
was mistaken In choosing you. I assure you this is a mistake of your ep-u.
Do WOT mistake it for humility.

Tour egos are trying to convince you that THEY are real and ey
because if T am real, I am no more real than YOU are, That knewledge, arx .
agsure you that it I3 knowledge, msans that Christ rust ceme inte Fous i
and heal tcem, l".:‘-v.‘*-bhr.-ngh T &m WOT attacking your egos, I AM working wiiz
your higher mind whather you are asleep or awake, jusht as your ego deoes 1i:
your lower mind. I am your vigilance in this because you are 00 corfusad
to recognize your owm hopa. T was ¥OT mistaken. Your minds WIIL glact o
Join with mine, and togesther we are invineible,

You will yei come together in my name and your sanity will bz re-
stored. I raised the dszad by KNOWING that life is an eternal atiribuie of
everything that the living God created. Why d;:» yeu believe 1% is harder oo
ne Vo irepire the dizplrited; or to stabilize the unstable? I do mot welil
that there is an crder of difficnlty in miracles; YCOU do. I have called,
Yyou will answer. I’ KHOW that miracles ars natural because they ars expres

of love, My callinz you is aS naiural as your answer., and as insvitsbla,
= J 2

usOn
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The Ero-EBody I;lu:icn

AT th%igs work tegsther for good. -There are KO exceptions except
in the egots Judgment. Centrqi is a central factor im what the ego pemmits
into conscicusness, and ons to;uﬁich it devotes its maximm vigilance. This
iz KOT ths wayja balanced mind:holds together. ITS cortrol is unconscious,
The ego is further off baiancg by keeping its primary MOTIVATION unconscious,
end raising control rathesr than sensibleﬁjudgﬁent o predominance. The ggo
has every rezson to do this, according to the thought system which gave rise
to it, and whgch it serves., 12 Judgment would inevitably judge AGAINST the
ego, ard must be obliterated BY tha ego in ths interast of its self-praserva-
tion. . ‘

. £ major source of the'ege's off-balanced state is its lack of dis-
erimination between impulses from God aﬂd frezm the body., Auy thought system
which makes this cenfusien MUST be insane., Tet this demented state is
ESSENTIAL to the ege, which ju&gés only-in terma of thresit or non~-thrzat T
IT35LF. TIn one sense the ego's fear of ihe idsa of Ged is at least logical,
sintee this idea DOES dispel ths ego. Fear of dissolutisn frem the Hisher
Scwrce, tien, nakes SUXE ganse in ego-tems. Eutb fear of the bedy, with
which the ego identifies so clossly, 1% more dlatanily senseless,

The body is the ego's home by its cwn election. It is ths only
identification with which the egn feels safe because the bedy's vulnsrability
is its cwm best argument thaﬁ you GANKOT be of CGod, This is éhe balief that
thé ego sponsors eagerly. . {et the ego hates the body because it does not
accept the idea that the body is GCOD enough to bs its home., Here is where
the mind becomes actually dazed, Being told by the ego that it is really
part of the body and that the tedy is its protector, the mind is also con-
staniiy informed that the btody can NOT protect Zt. - This, of cowrse, is not
only sccurate but pérfectly oovious,

Therzfore the nind asks, “Fhere can I go o protection?! to which
the ego repliss, "Tura {o me." Thae mind, and not withont cause, reminds the

ege that 1t has itself drsisted that it IS ddentifisd with the bedy, so thers
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iz no point in turping to it for protection. The ego has no real answer

‘b'o. thig because th-:—ré: IS nona, but 31t°ICES have a typlcal solutlon, It
obliterates the QUESTION from the'min;i‘s awareness. Once unconscious, the
question can and dees produce uneaSim;ss, but it cannet be answered because
4t canmot be ASKED, , Tris is the ques';‘,ion which MUST be asked: '"Where am I
to g5 for prctectiaz:?" Even the insa‘m zsk 14 unconsciously, bui it reguires
real sanity to ask it conscionsly. . - _

When the Bible says, "Seek apd ye shall find," it does not mean that
you shoulé sesk bli;xcily and daspera'bély for scomething you would mot recogmize,
Feaningful seelting is consciously undertaken, censciously organized, and con-
sciously directed, “The geal must be formwlated clearly AND KEPT IN MIND, As.
& teacher with some experience, 12t me remind yeu thzt lsarning and WANTING
to learn are inseparable. ALY learners learn best when they belisve that
wnaly they are trying to learn is of VALUYS to them. Heowaver, values in this
world arve hisrarchical, and not everything you may wani +o lsarn has lasting
valuz,

Irdced, many of the things you wan® to learn are choszn EBCAUSE
thaelr vales will not last. The ezo thinks 1t s an advantage not 4o cermit
itself to ANYTHING that 1s eternal bscause the eternal MUST coms from Cod,
Eternalngss is the cne function which the ego has tried to dsvelop, but has
. Bystematically failed. It may surprise you to lessn that had the ezo wishad
to do 5o it could have made the eterna) because, &s a product of the ming,
it IS endowed with the powsr of its own creator. However, the DECISION to
do this, rather than the ability to do it, iz what the 2zo cannot tolsrabe.
Taat 1s bocause tha dsclsien, fren which tha abilidy world satur:lly develod,
would nzcessarily involve accurate percaptioca, a siate of clarity which ihe
ego, fearful of being judged 4ruly, MUST avoid.

The results of this dilemma are peculiar, but ne more =0 than the
¢dTemma itsel®, The ego has reacted charccterisiically here as elscwhere

‘because mental $linsss, which is ATWAYS a form of ego involvemens, 2 ndt &

maiter of reliability a3 much as of validity., The ego compromises with the
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issue of the eternal, just as it dozs with all issues that teuch on the real
question in exy way.‘-:l By corpromising in-connection with all TANGENTIAL ques-
tions, it hopes to hide the real question AND KEEP IT OUT OF MIND. The egos
characteristic busméss with ncrx—-essentir;ls is for precisely that pwrposs,
Consider the aich.émist’s age-;cld gttempls to turn base metal in.
to gold. The one question which the alokemist did not permit himself %o ask
was, Mitab FOR?" He could not ask this, becance it would immodiabely beccs
appafent that there was no sense :An his efforts even if he svcceeded, I7 |
gold became mere pfentii‘ul its value x-rov;?];d decreass, and his own purpess
would be de_feated. 'i’né 2go has countenanced some strange compremises with

the idea of the ete::nal, mzking many odd, attempts to relste the consept fo

{q
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the Uimportant, in an effort to satisly the rmind withent Jsopardizin
8slf, Thus, it has permitted minds to devote themsslves %o the posaibility
of perpetual KOTICN, bub IOT to parpetusl thoughis.

Idsational precceupations with problems set wp 1o be incapable
of zolutden are alse favordte ege dovices for impeding the strong-willed
fuem .rr.a}cing real 1:3.?:1.‘-3’3 progress, The probvlems of squsring the civels
and earrying pi 'tb infinity are good eramp?;esa A& mora recent ego atbompd is
perticularly rotswerthy, The idez of praservirg the BODY by suzpension,
thus glving 1t tho kind of limited Smmortality which the ogo cen bolerate,
is among 1ts more recent appeals to the mind, T& is not:".-::ealie, howsver,
that in all t}'xése diversionary tactics, the one quastion which ie NZVER
asked ty those who pursus them is, "What FOR?®

This ig the questlon which YOU must laarn to 25k, in cormeciion
with BVERYTHING your wind wishes 4o undeptake, wnab ig the purross? Whake
ever it 1s, you canmnot dovbt that it will chamnelize your effcris sutenat-
ically. Wnen you make a decision of purpose, than, you have made a decisien
about your futurs effort, a decisicn which will remain in effect vnless you
change the [ECISION. |

Psychologlste are In a good pesitlon to realize that the egs is

capetle of makinz and ascepting as real soms very diatorted assosiations.
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The confusion of sex with agiression, and the resulting behavior which is
perceived as the same for béth,_servss ag én example._ This is "undersiand-
able" to the psyé&ologiat, éﬁd does not produce surprise, The lack of svr
prise, however, is NOT a szgn of understanding. It is a sympbom of the
psycholog*st's avility to a.ccep+ as reasonzble a compromise which is
clearly senae&ess, to aitridute it to the mental illnsss of the patient,
‘ratber than his cwn; and to limit his queutions about hoth the patient AND
himgelf to the trivial, - )

Such relatively mino} confuﬂions o§ the ego are not among its more
profound nisassociations, although they do reflect them, Yowr egos have ‘
been blocking the more Importand questions.which your minds SHOULD ask, You
do not understand a patieﬁt while you yourselves are willing to 1imit the
questions you raise about KIS mind, becauss you are alsc accepting these
limits for YOURS. Thais makes you urable to heal him AND yourselves, Es
always umwilling to adapt to ANY situatlon in ghich niracle-mdindednzss is
vnthinkable, That gtate 4in itiself is enough to demonstrate that the per-
ception is wrong,

The Constant Siate

It carnot be emphasized too often that correcting perception is
merely a temporary expedient, It is necesgary to do so only bacaunse mis-
percepbion is a bleck to knowiedge, while accurate psrception is a stepping~
stone TOWARDS it. The whole value of right perception lies in the inevitable
Judgment which 1% entails that it IS umnecessary. This removes the block
entirely. You may ask how this is possible as long as you appear to be
1iving in this world, and since this is a sensible questlon, it has a
'sensible answer, You must ba careful, howsver, that you really undsrsiand
the question, ‘hat IS the "ycu® who are living in tﬁis world?

lmertality is a constant state, It is 25 true now as it aver was
or ever will bz, because it implics NO CHANGE AT ALL; It is not a contimmz,

hor is it understood by being compared to an epposite, Knowledgs nsver in-
volves comparisons., That it its essential difference from everything eise

the mind can gresp. %A Litile knovledge" is mot dangerous except to the
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EEC. Vagﬁely i% senses threat, and bsing'xmabie; Yo realize that "a 1istia

knowledge" is a meaningless piirase since "all" and ¥a 1ittle" in {his cone

text are the same, the ego degides that since "all® is impossible, the fear

does mot lie thers, "A 1ittle," howevsr, is a écarcity concept, and THIS

the ego understands well., "A-little," then, is.perceived as the rezl threat,
-

The essential thing to remember is that the ego DOES FOT RICOGHIZE
the real sourcs of its perceived threat, and if YOU associate yourself with
the ego, YOU do not perceiver the whole situatién as it is, Orly your
allegiance to it gives ;-'cha ego ANT power over ;rou. We Lave spoken of the
ego a3 if it ware a separate thing ac'ting on its own., This was necessary 1o
persuade you that you carmot disniss it lighﬁly; znd must realise how much of
your thinking is ego-directed. 2 canmnot éafel:r 1zt it go at that, howsver,
or you will regaxrd voursslves as necessarily conflicted as long as yoen arc
hers, or, mers preperly, as long as ycu BELIEVE that you are here,

The ego is nothing more than a PART of your belief about yrourszlves.

has continued withoab interrupticn, and has beon and =lways

[V}

Your other 118

v

{

will. be teotally wnaffecced by your atieupts to dissociate, The ratlo of rz-

o

pression and dissociation variss with the :'i.nd:i..vi ual ego-illusion, bui dis~-
seclation Is always inveived, or you would not believe that you ARE here.
In learning to escape from the illusions you have mads, your great dsbi to
each other i something you must nsver forget. It is exzctly the seme dedd
that you owe to me. Vhonsver you react egobistlcally towards each other, you
ars fhrowing away tne graciousness of your indsbtedness, and the holy per-
ception it weuld produca,

The term "holy" czn be used here becauss, as Srou learn how mich you
ARE indebted to the vhole Sox?.ship, which INCLUDES m2, you comz as nlose o
¥nowlsdge as percepiion ever can. The gep is then so-small that knowledge
can easily flow across it, and ovliterate it forever, . You have very little
trust in me as yet, tul it will increase as you turn mors and more often to

w2 INSTZAD of your eges for guidance. The results will convince you in-



creasingly that wour choice in turning to ms is tﬁe only sans ohe you can
make, Mo-ons who has learned from exﬁerienca that one cholce brizgs peace
and joy, while another brings chavs and disaster, needs much conditioming,
The ego cannot withstand the corditioning process because ths pro-
cess itself DRIOHSTRATES that there ig another way. Conditioning by rowards
has always been more effective than coaditioninghﬁy pain beceuse pain i3 an
ego~11lusion, and can never induce more than & temporary Bffect. The rewards
of God, however, are immsdiataly‘recéénized &8 eternal, Since this recoznition
is made by you and NOT the ego, the recognition ITSZLF establishes that you
and your ego CAYNXOT be identical. qu mey believe that you have already
accepted the difference, but you are by no means cenvinced as vet. The wsry
fact thét you ars preoceupied with the idea of escaping FROY ths ego shows this,
You CARKOT escapz from the ego by humbling it or controiling it or
punishing it. Remsember that the ego and the Seul TO NOT KNOJ each other,
The separated mind cannot wmailutzin the sgparaticn BXCEFT by dissseiating,
Raving come 4his, it utilizss reprassion against all. truly natural impulsés,
not because the EGD is a2 separaﬁe'thiég, but beczuss you wand to believe that

0
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g, TIhe ege is a device for maintaining this belief, but 1% iz stilil
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only YOUB willingmess to use the device that enables it 4o endure,

My trust in you is greater than yoﬁrs in mec at the mement, but it
will not elways be that way. Your mission 15 very simple. You heve been
‘chosen to live so as to demonsivate that you are KOT an ego. I repeat that
I do not choose Cod's channels wrongly., The Eoly Ore shares my trost, and
alweys approves my Atonement declsions because my will is never eut of accerd
with His, I have told you before that ¥ am in chargs of the whele Atonemens.
This is ONLY because I completed my part in it as a man; and ean now completa
it through other men, My chosen recelving and sending chanznels cannot fail
because I will lond them MY strength as leng as theirs is wanbinz,

I wil) go with you to the Holy One, end through MY perception HE ean

bridge the 1ittls gap, Your gratituds to EACH OTHIZR iz the only gift T want.
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I will bring it to God fer you, knowing tha‘b %& know your brother IS o
know CGod, A 1ittle kmowladge i2 an all-en_compu.ssing thing, If you are
grateful to each other, you are grateful to Cod for %kha*u He created. Through
your gratitude you can come o know each éther, and éne nonent of real recog-
nition makes all men your brothsrs, bacauﬂe they are 21l of yowr Father,
Love does not conguer all things, but it DO..,S sab a.‘.l things right. Because
you are all the Kingdom of God, I can lead you back to your own ¢reations,
which you do not yet know. Vhat hag beeﬁ dissocietﬁad is still there,

. As you come closer t6 a brother ‘;.rou o appré:ach me, avd 28 you with-

draw from him, I become distant to you. TYour glant step forward was to in-

-sist on a "collaborative venturs," This doss not ge against ths trua spirit .

of meditationy it is inherent in it., Meditation is a collaboerstive ventur
with Gcd. It CAX uO'I‘ be mde“tulxan succersfully ty those who disengags them-
selves. fron the Senship, because they ave disengazing themselves from ms.

God will ceme to you ONLY a3 you will give Him to your brethers, Learn first
of them, and you will be rcady to hear God &s you hear them. Ths% iz bocesuse
the funciion of love is ona.

How can yor fteach seomeone ¢he valus of someithing he bas deliberately
throm away? Hs must have thyown it away because ha 4id not value it, Yeu
can only show hlm how miserable he is without it, and bring it near very
. 8lowly, 80 he can learn kow bis misary lessens as ha approachas it. Tuis
conditions him to associate his misery uith its absence, and to zssoclate
the opposits of misery with its presonce. IV gradually becomes desiralbie,
&8 he changes his mind about its worth. |

I an conditioning yocu to associats misery with the age and joy with
the Swul, You have conditioned yaarsel*'ﬂs the other way arcund, A far
greztor reward, however, will break through any coenditioning, ié it is re-~
peatedly offered whensver the old habit pattern is troksn, Yeu are still
free to choose, bui can you really WANT the rewards of the ego in the
presence of the rewards of God?

Creation and Commmundcation

o

It should be elear by new that, whije 4ho content of any particviar



ego-iliusion do2s not matter, it is usually mére helpful o corrset it in

a specific context. Ego-illusions are QUITE specific, although they

fn.quan tly change, and althou'r‘: tne mind is natx.rally absi ra;’c“c. Tae mind
nevartheless bacomes concrete voluntarily as soon as 1t splits. However,
only PART of it splits, so ondy PART of it is conerete. The comcrete part

is the sams part thet believes in the ego becanse the ego DEPEHDS on the
specific, It is the part that believes yourlexistence means you ars SEPARATE.

Everything the egé perceives isg a separate whole, éithout the rela-
ticnships that imply BEING. The ego is thus AGAINST communication, except in
65 far as i% 4s utilized to ESTABLISH separateness rather than to zbolish it.
The communication s:;'stem of the ego is basad cn its own thought system, as ‘
is everything else i{ dictaies. Ttz cormminication is condrolled oy 15 reed
to protsct itsel‘? and 1% will disruept commndcation when it experisnces
tt‘maa‘h.. ¥hile this is alwsys so, individual eges percoive differsnt kinds of
threat, which are qu 1te specific im their own judgment. TFor example, although

all forme of perceived dewmands may be classifisd, or judged, by the ego as
sorcive comriunicaticn which mmst be disrupted; the respcnse of breaking
commnication will nevertheless be 4o a SPECIFIC persen or persons.

The specificity of the ego's vhinking, then; resulds In a spurdous
kind of genzralization which is rezlly not abstract at all. It will respond
in certain speéii‘ic ways to ALL stimuii which it perceives as related. In
co-nbrast, the Soul reacts in the same way to evsryibing it knows is true, and
does nov 'respond at 211 to.anything else. Nor does it make any attempt to
ESTARLISH what is true. It knows that what ig true is everything that God
ereated, It is in complete and direch communication with every aspect of
creation because it 45 in complets and direct communication with its Creator.

_ THIS communication IS the Will of Cod. Creztion and communication
are synomuous. God created svery mind by cemmunicating His Mind o it
thue establishing it forever as a chamnsl for the reception of His Mind and

Y

¥Will, Since cnly beings eof a like order caa truly communicate, His crsetions
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naturally cesmunicate WITH Him and LIKE Him, Thie communication is per-
fectly sbstract in that its quality is univessal in application, and not
subject to ANY judgment, ANY exce,i)tion, or ANY :}f.lteration. God erecated you
BY this and FOR this. The mind can distort its function, but 1t -camot endow
itself vith fmmctions it was not given., That $s why the mind caimot totally
lose tﬁe' atility to communicate, even though it may refuse to utilize it on

tehalf of being,. .

Existence 25 wsll as being rests on cemmnication. Eﬁ%tence, how=-
ever, is SPECIFIC in how, what; and with whom communication is Judged to be
worth undertaking. Being is completely without these distinctions, It is a
state in which ths mind IS in communication with everything that is real, i: -
cluding the Soul. To whatevsr extent you permit this stats to be curtailed,
you are limiting your ssnse of your O:fil reality, which becomes total only by
your resognizipg ALL rezlity in the glorious context of its REEAL ralationship

%o yoa. This IS your rozlity. Do not desecrats it or recoil frem it., It is

ngs wno have
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everything individually, but who want to share it to inerease their jo7.
Nothing that is peal ean be incresassd BEICEPT 1y sharing. The;t is wiy God
Himself ereated you, Divine Abstraction takes Joy in application, and that
i3 what creation MEANS. "Hew," Mwhai' and "io whom" are irrelevant because
rzal creation gives everyiking, since 1t can create ONLY like itself. Rs=-
member that in being there is no difference between "having" and "being," as
thers is in existence. In the stete of being, the mind gives everything
always.,

The Blible répsatedly steics that you showld praise Ged, This hardly
reans that you should 211 Pim hew worderful Fe is. FHe has no ego with which
t» accept such thanks, and no percepiion with whieh to Judge such offerings.

-

Put unless you teke your part in {he creatisn, His Joy is not complete because

ol -y T L) > 2 : a
TCURS 18 inconplete. And THIS T2 dees kmow, Fe kmews it in His own Being and
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Tts experiencs of His Son's experience. The cons}ant GOIXG OUT of His Love
is blocked when His channsls are closed, and Hs I?lc’nely when the minds He
created do not comm.lcate fu.v.h with Hin, |

God HAS kept your kingdom for you, but I{e cannot share His Jjoy with

you wtil you know it with vour whols mind. m-eﬂ” revelation is not enough,
becausa 1% is commuricaticn FROM God. Tf is not encugh untdl it is SHARED,
God does not nesd revelation returned to Him, which would clearly bf: ine
possible, but Kz DOES wan® revelation brought "acr‘ others., This canriit be
d_one with the sctual revslation because its content canmot be expressed, and
it is intensely personal to the mind which receives it, It can, however,
s%111 be returned BY that mind through its attitudes to OTHER minds which the
knowlsdge frem the revelation brings.

Ged is praised whensver any mind lezrns to be wholly helpful. This
is impessible without baing whelly harmless because the two beliefs coerdst,
The truly helpiul are  invulnerabls because they are NOT protecting theiw 8g03,
s8¢ thab nothing CAN hurd them. Their hslpfulz:ass IS their praise of Gsd,'anc‘x
fie vill return thair praise of Him because they are 1tke Him, and they can re-
Joles togethsr. God goes out to tiem and torough them, and there is great Joy
throughout the Kingdom. ILvery mind that is changed adds to this joy with its
own individuel willingness to share in it. The truly helpful are Godl's
riracle workérz » woem I direct wntil we are 211 united in the Joy of the King-
dom. I will direct you to wherever you can be tiuly helpful, and to whoever
can follow my guidance thrcugh you.

- ~w 0 -



Trus Rehabilitstion

Every mind which is split nceds rehabilitatioqi_ The wedical orients.
tion to re.‘c;abilitation emphasizes the body, while the \__(ocat-i'onal crizsntation
strosses the ezo. The "team" approach generally 1eadsjmora to confusion than
to anything elee Lscausz it is too often misused as a way of exeriving the egofs
domina‘-;ion- over othier egos; rather than as a real ezpehriment in the coaperatic:
of mindé . Rehzbilitation as a movement is an improvement over the overt neglies
of thoze in need of hlp, but it is often little morsithan a painful attempt
on the part of ths halt to lead the blind. ) N

The ego is likely to fear broken bodles because it capaot tolerate
them, The ezo cennot tolerete ego weskness either without arbivelence becauss
it is afraid of its cwn wealmess as well as the waakness of its chesen home,

¥hen 1t is threatensd, the epo blocks your naturel impmlze to ‘Aelp, placing

cnder the sirain of divided will, TYou mary then bz templed o withdraw to
allow your ege to recover and o gein enough strength to be helpiwl egain on
a basls limited encugh FOT te threaten your ego, but toe limdited to give TOU

- N Ll

Joy. Those witn broken boedles ave often locksd down o by ine egd bacause of
1{s bellef that rothing hub & perfect bedy iz wordhy a2s its CWi temnls,
A mind that recoils frem a lurd body is in great resd of rehabilitatiic:

itself, ALL sympioms of hurt nesd trus helpfulnass; and whenever they are
met with this, the ripd that so meets them hedls ITSILF, PRehabilitation is
an a‘bti_mda of praising God as Hs Himself knews praise, Hs offers praisc to
you, and you must ofler it to others. The chief handicaps of the clinicians
lie dn their attitudes to those vhon their egos percelve as weakensad and
damaged, BY thsze evalesiicns, they have wea!;'ﬁ'ad and damaged their owmn helo-
fwlness, and have .'i:l'ms sct their ouyn rehabiiitz=tlion back, Rehabilitztion is
NOT ceneermad eithér with tne ego's fight for control, or itc need to avoid
and withdraw, You can do much cn behalf of yowr own rehabilitation AND thab
of others if, in a situsticn ealiing for healing, you think of it this way:
am haro CNLY to be trnly helpful.
am hare o reocrssont Christ, Who sent ma.
du MOT have 19 worry abokt what to =ay or what to do becauss

Ea ¥no gent w2 will dirsct me, .

an tontent o ba wherever He wishes, knowing He pues there wiinh &=
will e hzeled am I 1ot Fim teach me to heal.
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